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Welcome!

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/


Coalition 
Nonpartisan, Statewide, Diverse Stakeholders

Pillars 
Educate • Advocate • Build Community

Priorities 
Statehouse • State Board of Ed • Schools

Resources
News, Info, Events, Programs, Organizing

We Are



The State of Education

All In For Ohio  Kids

Q&A

Agenda

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/


The State of Education
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Statehouse

Senate Education Committee 
Hearing 

Tues, Feb 7, 3pm
•

SB1 Proponent Testimony
SB 11 Sponsor Testimony
SB 14 Sponsor Testimony
SB 17 Sponsor Testimony

•
WATCH LIVE

The Ohio Channel

Senate Session
Wed, Feb 8, 1:30pm

•

House Session
Wed, Feb 8, 2pm

•
WATCH LIVE

The Ohio Channel
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State Board of Education

State Board of Education
Monthly Meeting

•
Mon & Tues, Feb 13 & 14

 8am
•

Committee Meetings
Neo-Nazi Homeschooling Network

State Superintendent Search Update
•

WATCH LIVE
The Ohio Channel



Equitable School Funding





Winning the first 
battle with Fair 

School Funding Plan 
in Ohio…





Our Problem ● Our school funding system had been 
broken for a long time. Over 20 years 
ago, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that 
it was unconstitutional. 

● Our schools didn’t have the resources 
they need to provide a world-class 
education to every kid because they rely 
on property taxes -- disadvantaging low 
income communities and communities of 
color. 

● Right now, only 40% of Ohio students go 
to schools on par with average national 
spending.

● The COVID-19 crisis had made these 
challenges even more severe, especially 
for students of color, low income students 
and rural students.



Our Solution

The Fair School Funding Plan
● Creates Additional Funding 

for Kids
● Provides Local Relief From 

School Levies
● Equitably Fixes the Formula
● Reimagines School Choice
● Establishes Oversight



Our Values Narrative

● Whether we’re from cities or the country, suburbs or 
small towns, all of us want our kids to go to great 
schools and follow their dreams. 

● We believe where you live or what you look like 
shouldn’t determine your opportunities to succeed. 

● We all want the very best for our students to thrive, 
like quality learning resources, world-class 
infrastructure, and enough well-paid teachers and staff 
who can take care of all our kids’ needs.  

● Ohio’s future depends on all our kids getting a great 
education - no matter their race, zip code, or family 
income. 





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-gNJkH6fgs


Campaign Strategy & Goals

● Win Concrete Improvements in the Lives of Ohio Kids 
○ Pass a Fair School Funding Formula and push for COVID-19 dollars to be spent.  
○ Set up to future fights to fully fund our schools 

● Grow Our People Power
○ Build a stronger base and grow our list in our key regions and around Ohio
○ Develop leadership of members and partners
○ Build relationships across community, faith and labor and education groups
○ Align organizing and policy partners for long term power

● Advance a Race Class Narrative in Ohio about the Role of Public Schools, Revenue & 
Good Government 
○ Train & develop leaders in storytelling 
○ Drive messaging to targeted voters in key House and Senate districts around Ohio
○ Align state progressive allies to support narrative



www.allinforohiokids.com

http://www.allinforohiokids.com


A powerful, first-of-its-kind data tool



A powerful, first-of-its-kind data tool



Campaign Tactics
✓ We hosted 4 town halls in key Senate Districts to engage the broader 

community & elected officials on the Fair School Funding Plan
❏ Central Ohio, South West Ohio, Northeast Ohio & Lima 

✓ Collected thousands of petition signatures calling on Senate President Matt 
Huffman to pass the Fair School Funding Plan: 
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/school-funding 

✓ Gave testimony in support of the bill 
✓ Collected stories and got 100+ earned media hits
✓ Called and sent letters to state legislators. 
✓ Hosted community meetings and trainings with hundreds of parents and 

community members schools, churches and community organizations. 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/school-funding


The Result? We won (2 yrs) of the Fair School 
Funding Plan for Ohio’s kids!

STATEHOUSE DAY - PRESS ACTION



Next steps….where we go from here?



If we take action, we could finally change the 
generational crisis. 

✓ Sign the petition calling on Senate President Matt Huffman to fully fund the Fair 
School Funding Plan: https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/school-funding 

✓ Tell your story so the rest of our community understands why fair school funding 
matters to you and your family on vocal video and/or in the media.  

✓ Call or meet with your legislator. Ask them to pledge to support fully funding 
schools. 

✓ Join a town hall in your region to engage the broader community & elected officials 
on the Fair School Funding Plan Dates TBD

✓ Host a community meeting with parents and community members from your 
school, congregation or organization. 

✓ Power Mapping School Funding in Ohio - Feb 23rd 7pm via Zoom
✓ Join our statewide organizing meetings - every other Friday at noon via Zoom 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/school-funding


FAQ
● How would we pay for this?

○ There are a variety of ways the legislature could fund this formula. We could create $3b a year for our schools 
without raising taxes for 97% of Ohioans (and lowering taxes for 13% of low income Ohioans) if we went back to 
Gov George Voinovich (R) era tax code on the wealthiest earners and implemented a corporate profits tax (Ohio is 
one of 6 states without this policy).

● How did we get here? Why are our schools so strapped for cash?
○ Our formula is tied to property taxes which has kept our students in unequal schools. In 2011 the state cut $2B 

from our schools making the crisis even worse and putting more of a burden on local communities. 
● What about the covid cash coming into Ohio?

○ There are critical gaps that one-time resources from the American Rescue Plan could fill. A new formula with 
long-term, state committed funding could help us permanently fill those gaps, creating structural, long-term 
equitable funding for all Ohio kids.

● What does this mean for rural school districts? 
○ @Tanisha 

● What happened with the bill in the last budget cycle?
○  

● What would this mean for charter schools and private schools that use vouchers?
○ The bill would benefit all students. It would eliminate the current system that takes resources from some students 

and gives it to others, ensuring the state provides what students need, regardless of school type. 



Join the movement!

Visit www.allinforohiokids.com 
Complete the parent survey form: www.bit.ly/aoksurvey

http://www.allinforohiokids.com
http://www.bit.ly/




Honesty Welcomes…

Molly Shack
Co-Director
Ohio Organizing Collaborative

Dr. Tanisha Pruitt
State Policy Fellow
Policy Matters Ohio



















































Let’s Talk!



Join the movement!

Visit www.allinforohiokids.com 
Complete the parent survey form: www.bit.ly/aoksurvey

http://www.allinforohiokids.com
http://www.bit.ly/


Lame Duck Bills

State Board of 
Education

•
Monthly Meeting

•
Mon & Tues, Feb 13 & 14

 8am

Stay Engaged

Statehouse
•

Senate Ed Comm Hearing 
Tues, Feb 7, 3pm

Senate & House Sessions
Wed, Feb 8, 1:30 & 2pm

Education Funding 
•

All In For Ohio Kids



● Updates, News, Information

● Action Alerts

● Events, Workshops, Programs

● Resources

● Community Building

honestyforohioeducation.org

Stay Informed

JOIN MAILING LIST
bit.ly/H4OE_Newsletter

FOLLOW US & SHARE
Instagram • Facebook • Twitter

VISIT US
HonestyForOhioEducation.org

http://bit.ly/H4OE_Newsletter
https://www.instagram.com/honesty4ohioed/
https://www.facebook.com/Honesty4OhioEd/
https://twitter.com/Honesty4OhioEd
http://www.honestyforohioeducation.info/


HonestyforOhioEducation.org • @Honesty4OhioEd   

THANK YOU


